Reading:
This year the students will be using the Daily 5 and CAFÉ.  The students will choose three 20 minute sessions each day from 5 choices: read to self, read to someone, word work (vocabulary and spelling practice), listen to reading, and work with the teacher.  Students will read books that are a good fit for their individual reading level.  These books can be chosen from our classroom or school libraries or brought from home or the public library.  I will be working closely with each student on making sure they choose books that are a good fit for their reading level.  Students will be taught various reading strategies from the CAFÉ menu including: comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and expand vocabulary.  I will be working with students in small groups to work on particular strategies and skills as well as conference with each student individually a minimum of 1 time per week.   Students will be assessed regularly.  Assessments will be based on the skills we are working on (compare and contrast, draw conclusions, etc.) as well as comprehension skills, and vocabulary.
Reading Homework
Students should read at home for an average of 20 minutes each night.  Their reading should be recorded on their reading logs which will be collected at the end of each month for monthly reading incentives.

Accelerated Reader
Each week in library students are required to check out two Accelerated Reader (AR) book in their reading level.  When the students finish reading their book, they will take an AR quiz in computer lab or in the classroom.  Each book has a certain point value associated with it and the student’s goal is to have 5 points by the end of each quarter (9 weeks).  An updated chart will be displayed in our classroom to help students keep track of their points.
Spelling:
Each Friday, I will include the following week’s spelling words in my newsletter, which you will receive via email.  Weekly newsletters will be posted online as well. On Monday, students will take the pre-test on https://www.spellingcity.com/kcochran3/ and then have the opportunity to practice their words on spelling city.  I encourage the students to use this as their guide to see what words they already know how to spell and what they need to study.  This year LEAF funded a premium membership to Spellingcity, so students are able to log in, and teachers and parents can monitor activity and grades. Students will have opportunities throughout the week to practice spelling words during “word work” time during the Daily 5.  They will be required to do at minimum 2 spelling activities during work work time.  I would also encourage them to study at home throughout the week.  The students are not required to write their spelling words for homework, but if this is a way that helps the student to remember, they may turn these into me for extra credit in spelling.  The spelling post-test is Friday. This is the grade that will go in the gradebook.  Students will take the test in the computer lab and you may look at grades online.  
Vocabulary
Vocabulary words will be linked to one of our read alouds during the week and students will have the opportunity to practice during “word work” time during the Daily 5. These words will also come home on Friday in the newsletter and they’re posted on www.spellingcity.com.  The pretest is Monday, the posttest is Friday, and you may view the grades online.  The Friday test grade will go in the gradebook.

English:
English will be taught in conjunction with writer’s workshop and students will keep an interactive grammar notebook.  Students will learn all about nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, capitalization, and punctuation.  
Writing:
The students will be doing a lot of writing this year during Writer’s Workshop.  They will learn about narrative, informative, and opinion writing styles.  In addition, each week that we have a star student, the students will write a letter to the star student.    

Math:
Our four major units of study this year will be: place value, addition, and subtraction, multiplication and division, fractions, and geometry.  We will be going very in depth into each area.
Number Talks
A Number Talk is a short, ongoing daily routine that provides students with meaningful ongoing practice with computation. A Number Talk is a powerful tool for helping students develop computational fluency because the expectation is that they will use number relationships and the structures of numbers to add, subtract, multiply and divide.

Math Minute

Each day we will do a “math minute”.  This is a quick review of math concepts.  It is 10 questions and the students will do this on their dry erase boards and then we will grade it together and their scores will be recorded.  
Science:
We will alternate teaching Science and Social Studies units. Favorite science topics and activities include the following:
Animals
Chick It Out
Magnets
Space
Challenger Learning Center Field Trip
Rocks and Minerals
Bill Nye Videos
Weather
Experiments
Social Studies:
In social studies the third graders will begin the year with a geography unit.  Then they will tour the United States traveling through the four regions.  They will enjoy virtual field trips learning about the history, geography and important landmarks of each region.  As we travel they will compile a scrapbook of their journey!
Region Highlights:
Northeast- Native Americans, Hershey, PA, Pilgrims, Washington DC and Government
South Region-
Civil War, Abraham Lincoln, Florida Everglades, Disney, Appalachian Mountains and New Orleans

West Region- Oregon Trail, Lewis and Clark, San Francisco, Yellowstone, Alaska and Hawaii

Midwest- Illinois, Economics, Assembly lines, St. Louis, Chicago, Mount Rushmore and Farming

Grades:
A breakdown of grades is listed under the rules and procedures link on my home page.
Homework:
The guideline for homework in third grade is 30 minutes (10 minutes per grade level).  Some nights the students will have 30 minutes of homework, and other nights less.  Students should read an average of 20 minutes each night.  Other nightly assignments may include a worksheet that was started in class, but not yet completed or studying for a test.  Having the assignment notebook signed by a parent or guardian is also a homework assignment each night.  By signing your student’s assignment notebook, you are verifying that homework for that night was completed.  Students have time each afternoon as part of our afternoon procedures to complete their assignment notebook.  Students will take out a red pen and circle assignments that need to be completed at home.  If we did something in class, it will have a checkmark next to it.   If there is
any question about what is for homework, you can visit my website and click on the “Homework” tab.  

Late Work:

Homework assignments are due in the morning and are to be turned into the turn in basket before students get started on their Math Minute.  Any missing work will be completed during Friday Fun, and recess if necessary.  Late work will be stamped as such.  
Preparing for a Test:
Third grade is the first time students will have tests in all subject areas.  To ease any anxiety, I will provide study guides for English, Math, Social Studies, and Science tests.  All the material that is on the study guide has been taught to the students in class over a multi-week period.  We will also do review activities in class to prepare for the test.  Study guides will be sent home a few days prior to the test. Students should spend no more than 15 to 20 minutes to review for the test each night.

Please contact me with any questions!

